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Sites to Consult for Starting a Business:

Business.gov http://www.business.gov.
Small Business Administration http://sba.gov.
System for Award Management https://sam.gov/portal/public/SAM
VetBiz.gov http://www.vetbiz.gov.
USA.gov http://usa.gov.  In the Search field, type “start”.  

Codes and Registrations needed to do business with the Federal Government:
        
1. DUNS.    If you do not have a DUNS number, contact Dun and Bradstreet to obtain one http://www.dnb.com.  

2. System for Award Management (SAM).  Entities (business, individual, or government agency) must register in the SAM to be awarded a prime government contract.  The SAM is a Federal Government owned and operated web site that consolidates the capabilities previously found in the Central Contractor Registration (CCR), Online Representations and Certifications (ORCA), and Excluded Parties List System (EPLS).  https://www.sam.gov/portal/public/SAM

3. Dynamic Small Business Search (DSBS) Database.  When you fill out your SAM record, if you state that you are a small business, you will be asked to fill in specific information that will be sent to this database used by the buyers and requirements offices to do small business market research.  http://web.sba.gov/pro-net/search/dsp_dsbs.cfm

4. Commercial and Government Entity (CAGE)/North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) Cage (NCAGE) Code.  Companies located in the United States must register first with Dun & Bradstreet (D&B) and System for Award Management (SAM).  Once your SAM application is approved, NCAGE/CAGE Codes will be assigned.  Companies located outside the United States must register with the NATO Support Agency (NSPA). 

5. North American Industry Classification System (NAICS).   Many government product/service listings and future procurements are identified according to NAICS Codes.  NAICS Codes are developed by the U.S. Department of Commerce and are listed at http://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics.    The U.S. Small Business Administration assigns size standards to each NAICS Code.   Size standards are expressed in either dollars or the number of employees. The SBA publishes a “Table of Size Standards Matched to NAICS Codes” at: http://www.sba.gov/category/navigation-structure/contracting/contracting-officials/small-business-size-standards.

6. Product or Service Code (PCS):  The PSC describes products, services and research and development purchased by the government.  The Product and Service Code Manual can be downloaded from Acquisition Central at http://www.acquisition.gov.  Acquisition Central is an E-Gov Initiative website that falls under the auspices of Office of Management and Budget’s Office of Federal Procurement Policy and the Chief Acquisition Officers Council.  This resource is a “one-stop” source for policy and regulations, systems, major initiatives, resources and training.   

7. Business Identification Number Cross-reference System (BINCS):  BINCS is a search engine for foreign and domestic manufacturers, suppliers and potential contractors supporting the Federal supply chain. Information in this system is cross-referenced to permit inquiry by CAGE, DUNS, Company Name, Phone Number, SIC Code, ZIP code and JCP Certification Number. Information about the supplier is returned from the CAGE File, and the Joint US/Canada Certification Program. BINCS provides basic data of the Cage File and linkages to the SAM public view source and Joint US/Canada Certification Program source system for an expanded view of the trading partner's profile.  The BINCS search engine is maintained by the DLA Logistics Information Services.  See https://www.logisticsinformationservice.dla.mil/BINCS.

What Determines “Small”?

1.  First your firm must be:

A business entity organized for profit, with a place of business located in
the United States, and which operates primarily within the United States or which makes a significant contribution to the U.S. economy through the payment of taxes or use of American products, material, or labor (13 CFR Part 121).

2.  Secondly:

The SBA establishes size standards on an industry-by-industry basis (13 CFR 121).  For each North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) code, there is a size standard.  For Manufacturing, the size standard is expressed as the number of employees (average employment of a firm).  For Services, the size standard is expressed in millions of dollars (average annual receipts).

For each solicitation, a NAICS code is assigned by the Contracting Officer.  You would have to meet the size standard for that NAICS code.  (This means it is possible for you to be considered small for one solicitation and large for another.)  See the information about NAICS Codes above. 

There are rules of affiliation involved also so it is best to take a look at the guidance that SBA provides on their site at http://www.sba.gov.

Small Business Categories and Certifications (http://sba.gov).  

      1.  SB	Small Business
	Small business size standard for NAICS Code and annual gross sales

      2.  SDB	Small Disadvantaged Business
	Self certify (SBA no longer certifies)

      3.  8(a)	8(a) Small Business
	SBA must certify

      4.  HubZone	Historically Underutilized Business Zone Small Business
	SBA must certify

      5.  WOSB	Woman-Owned Small Business
	Self certify

      6.  VOSB	Veteran-Owned Small Business
	Self certify 

7.  SDVOSB	Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business
		Self certify

Note:   See 13 CFR 121-127 and FAR 2.101, FAR Part 19, DFARS Part 219, and AFARS Part 5119 for definitions and qualifications your business must meet for you to be able to represent it as any of these small business categories, including those under which you self-certify.   The Army accepts self-certification of VOSBs and SDVOSBs.   The Department of Veterans Affairs has begun to verify VOSB and SDVOSB status of small businesses.  For some non-army programs, the VA verification is necessary.
See http://www.vip.vetbiz.gov for more information.  
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