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Unique Buys for IT

Most of TACOM LCMC Information technology (IT) requirements at DTA fall under the three headings below.  For unique buys at DTA, not covered by those categories, a solicitation would be posted to the Procnet on the ACC Warren (DTA) Opportunities Page, under the "Service Contracting and Acquisition Support” link:  http://contracting.tacom.army.mil/opportunity.htm.

IT Hardware or Software Associated with the Vehicles 

TACOM LCMC buys most of the IT hardware or software associated with the vehicles, including logistics IT (manuals, etc.), from the vehicle manufacturer. Small businesses may contact the vehicle manufacturers for subcontracting opportunities.  See the list of Prime Contractors--Manufacturing  at http://contracting.tacom.army.mil/sbo/sbo.htm.

IT Associated with Research and Development 

TACOM LCMC has long term service contracts that cover IT associated with R&D.  See the list of Prime Contractors-- Services, under the heading “Omnibus Services - TARDEC” at http://contracting.tacom.army.mil/sbo/sbo.htm.  These contracts are five-year requirements contracts.  The requirements are competed among the contractors and awarded on task orders.  Small businesses may contact these companies for subcontracting opportunities.

Office IT

For IT common use hardware, software, and services for the installation, see the list of Prime Contractors-- Services at http://contracting.tacom.army.mil/sbo/sbo.htm that lists two long term IT service contracts.  Small businesses may contact these companies for subcontracting opportunities.  

Note that all of TACOM LCMC’s office IT is bought through the Army Contracting Center (ACC)’s Information Technology, E-Commerce, and Commercial Contracting Center (ITEC4)’s Computer Hardware, Enterprise Software and Solutions (CHESS) IT e-mart.  For more information about the CHESS, you may contact the following US Army Contracting Command, Office of Small Business Programs Points of Contact:

Headquarters, ACC:	(703) 806-4017 or (703) 806-8249
ITEC4:	(703) 325-3352
ITEC4-West:   (520) 533-3001
ITEC4-National Capital Region Contracting Center, (703) 325-3352, simone.jackson@us.army.mil    
The primary “product lines” for the ACC include installation level services and supplies, common use information technology (IT), hardware and software and services to support the ACC mission.   Some of the reasons behind the creation of the ACC were to consolidate similar and common use contracts to reduce redundancy and leverage economies of scale, provide an Army enterprise-wide capability, and facilitate modernization/standardization of Army IT.   ACC’s major customers include:  the Installation Management Agency (IMA) and the Network Enterprise Technology Command (NETCOM).
ITEC4 is an Information Technology Contracting Center and is very different from an installation level (located on or near a base) contracting office.  Its primary major mission is to procure multi-billion dollar enterprise IT services and hardware agreements.  These contracts are placed on the Computer Hardware, Enterprise Software and Solutions or CHESS (formerly the Army Small Computer Program, or ASCP) website, and ordering is decentralized so that Army Contracting Officers world-wide can utilize these vehicles.  See https://chess.army.mil where you can look at copies of the contracts, the list of contractors, and their contacts (for subcontracting opportunities).  Typically, small businesses capable of prime opportunities under CHESS are strong firms, with the experience and past performance that proves the firm’s ability to manage a multi-million dollar contract.  ITEC4 may at times have opportunities that fall outside of CHESS, and may be suitable for small businesses.  They advertise their opportunities on the Army Single Face to Industry website, located at https://acquisition.army.mil/asfi/.  CHESS may not offer prime opportunities for small start up firms, with few people.  These smaller IT opportunities are best found with the ACC Northern Region, the ACC Southern Region or at installation level contracting offices.












[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Prepared by:
TACOM LCMC Office of Small Business Programs – Warren
Web-page: (http://contracting.tacom.army.mil/sbo/sbo.htm)
Phone:  (586) 282-5388

Have Questions?   Please email usarmy.detroit.tacom.mbx.lcmc-osbp@mail.mil
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