April 20, 1998





Quality Engineering Directorate





Control # QSL-02-001Web








Dear Sir or Madam:





     The U.S. Army Tank-automotive and Armaments Command (TACOM) is implementing a Qualified Suppliers List (QSL) program in an effort to streamline our acquisition processes while providing our customer, the American soldier, quality products and services.  As detailed in Commerce Business Daily announcement W-065 SN175854, posted on March 6, 1998 (see enclosure1), the QSL combines industry-accepted practices and (when necessary) product-unique requirements to take the place of provisions traditionally stated in TACOM solicitations.


 


     At this time, based on a review of projected procurements, TACOM has identified the need for a QSL for Plastic Spare Parts used on Small Arms (designated QSL-02). This QSL, will be used by TACOM during source selection of applicable products, with contract award contingent upon qualification and appearance on QSL-02.  Currently, QSL-02 is expected to be used in the procurement of thirteen (13) different National Stock Numbers (NSNs)(see enclosure 2).  The listing in enclosure 2 may be expanded as more applicable NSNs are identified.  Please review enclosure 2 and provide us with additional NSNs that you feel should be procured using QSL-02.





     In an effort to insure TACOM QSL-02 is consistent with commercial practices, we are surveying our supplier base.  As a manufacturer of plastic parts, your assistance would be invaluable.  Please review the Draft Criteria and Provisions for QSL-02, provided as enclosure 3, and provide us with your thoughts and recommendations.  We encourage you to identify those provisions that are not consistent with your operations or are not consistent with industry norms.  Also, feel free to provide us with additional quality assurance and manufacturing practices that you feel should be added to our qualification criteria.  Upon review of survey results, TACOM may wish to visit several plastic parts suppliers.  Please indicate in your response whether you would be receptive to a meeting to further discuss QSL-02.
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     Finally, TACOM is planning to conduct a QSL conference in the Warren, MI (Detroit) area, at which time we will formally brief the program's objectives, criteria and provisions.  This event will afford all interested suppliers an opportunity to ask questions and speak with TACOM personnel implementing the QSL initiative.  The conference is tentatively scheduled for late June 1998.  In order to assist us in arranging the conference, please indicate whether your company is interested in participating and, if so, how many individuals will be attending. 





     Please forward your thoughts and comments, by June 01, to msap@pica.army.mil or :





Commander, U.S. Army TACOM-ARDEC


Attn:  AMSTA-AR-QAW-P


Picatinny Arsenal, NJ  07806-5000





     Thank you for assisting us with this survey. Should you have further questions, please feel free to contact me at msap@pica.army.mil or (973) 724-3557.  





Sincerely,





Marc D. Saperstein


TACOM QSL Manager


3 Enclosures


