Questions & Answers: W56HZV-12-R-0057                              Electronic System Maintenance Tool Kit (ESMTK)


Q1:  Paragraph 3.5.59 Screwdriver, Slotted, 1/4 inch, stubby:
The technical description requires this stubby (short blade and handle) screwdriver to have a bolster.  However, there are no recognized sources of stubby screwdrivers of this size which feature bolsters.  As evidence of the lack of availability, no suggested source is listed in Table I of DFP 622D for this screwdriver.  Further, DFP 622 does not require bolsters on all of the slotted screwdrivers in the EMTK (ref Component 3.5.58 Screwdriver, Slotted), which raises the question of justification for this requirement, particularly on a stubby size screwdriver.  Accordingly, we request that the requirement for this screwdriver to feature a bolster be dropped.
A1:  The Government's current market research does not show a source for this item.  The DFP will be updated to reflect the changed requirement.
***************************************************************************************************
Q2:  Paragraph 3.5.60 Screwdriver, Slotted, 3/8 inch:
The technical description requires this large slotted screwdriver to feature a hex bolster on the shaft.  The purpose of a hex bolster is to permit the application of additional torque on the shaft of the screwdriver using pliers or a wrench when needed.  This can also be accomplished on a screwdriver with a square shank.  In fact, DFP 622D requires a square shank on the 5/16” slotted screwdriver listed under Component 3.5.54, presumably for the purpose of permitting additional wrenching torque to be applied on the shaft of that screwdriver.  Accordingly, since a square shaft will permit the application of additional wrenching torque on the slotted screwdriver under Component 3.5.60, we hereby request that the technical description for this screwdriver be changed to state that the screwdriver shall either feature a hex bolster on the shaft or that the screwdriver have a square shaft.
A2:  Requirements will stand.  This was questioned about a year ago and the requirement was validated.  The Government has located two sources. 
***************************************************************************************************
Q3:  Paragraph 3.5.75 Wrench Kit, 1/4” Drive:
The 1/4” Drive Wrench Kit under ESMTK Component 3.5.75 contains 61 items which are listed in Table 2 on Pages 26-29 of DFP 322D.  This ¼” Drive Wrench Kit includes six “12-point” universal (flex type) sockets under Items 51 – 56, which means that these sockets must have 12-point wrench openings.  1/4” drive universal sockets with 12-point openings are available from only a limited number of sources and their cost is very high.  Universal sockets with 6-point openings are functionally equivalent and are available from multiple additional sources at lower cost.  Thus, the Government should permit the Items 51-56 universal sockets in the ESMTK Component 3.5.75 Wrench Kit to have either 6-point or 12-point wrench openings.
This same Wrench Kit contains 22 sockets under Items 1 – 22 which have 6-point wrench openings.  This is evidence that 12-point universal sockets are not functionally necessary for this kit.  Otherwise, the 22 sockets for which 6-point openings are specified would be non functional.
Unless there is a valid functional requirement for 12-point universal sockets in the Component 3.5.75 1/4” Drive Wrench Kit, 6-point or 12-point universal sockets should be permitted.  Therefore, we request that Solicitation W56HZV-12-R-0057 be amended to change the descriptions for the Items 51 – 56 Universal Sockets listed in Table 2 of DFP 322D for the Component 3.5.75 1/4” Drive Wrench Kit to state “6-point or 12-point”.
***************************************************************************************************
A3:  We cannot change the requirement.  If we changed the requirement, the set would no longer match the NSN - which is where the requirement originated.

By removing 12-point sockets, that would also remove the ability to tighten/remove 12-point bolts should the user happen to come across them.

The requirement still stands.


