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Topic #7:  Lightweight Military Trailer Chassis
OBJECTIVE: Under this topic, the Government invites proposals for projects to explore the feasibility of fabricating a composite structure and platform of a military trailer capable of transporting various payloads in the 23 to 45 ton range.  This topic will focus on demonstrating the practicality of using composites for such an application by providing sound research, development and analysis supporting the advantages of utilizing composite materials.
The Government desires to demonstrate improvements and advantages in the areas of mobility, reliability, maintenance, survivability and transportability, in addition to acquisition and life cycle costs.  The offeror is required to leverage existing commercial development efforts and experience to maximize value to the Government.  The Government intends to make a single award when funding becomes available.
DESCRIPTION: Current composite material studies have not addressed or demonstrated the desired capabilities in the described weight class trailer platform.  This announcement seeks a solution incorporating the following features: compatibility with a range of prime movers, reduced weight, multi-mission capability over the spectrum of cargos, integration of material handling equipment and support structure, advanced decking and tie-downs, diagnostics and prognostics, as well as other advanced features.  The other advanced features which may be integrated into the composite structure include mobility power assist, auxiliary power features and active suspension.

A trade-off analysis of the potential benefits is desired to quantify such results.  Fabrication and demonstration of such a platform may or may not be required, and offerors are encouraged to include additional relevant composite applications.   
PROPOSALS THAT REFLECT A “PARTIAL SOLUTION” TO THE TECHNICAL OBJECTIVE ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE.  THE GOVERNMENT WILL CONSIDER ONLY THOSE PROPOSED PROJECTS THAT ADDRESS ALL ELEMENTS OF THE OBJECTIVE.
ESTIMATED MAXIMUM FUNDING AVAILABLE:  
Estimated Maximum $3M.  It is anticipated the funding level will be sufficient to award one (1) contract.
Maximum government funding available in fiscal year 2006: $3M
Period of performance:  

24 Months
MILESTONE SCHEDULE: 
Discussion Timeframe:  2006 Aug 07 through 2006 Sep 08
Electronic Copies of Proposals Due: 2006 Sep 11 through 2006 Oct 10
Special Proposal Instructions:  Two (2) identical printed copies are also due:  2006 Sep 11 through 2006 Oct 10

Estimated Award Date:  2006 Dec 10
TECHNICAL POC:  Nance Halle
ADDRESS: 6501 E. 11 Mile, AMSRD-TAR-N, MS 289
 
          Warren, MI 48397-5000
PHONE: 586-574-5284
FAX: 586-574-6996
EMAIL: hallen@tacom.army.mil
ALTERNATE TPOC:  Becky Addis
ADDRESS:  6501 E. 11 Mile, AMSRD-TAR-N, MS 289
                     Warren, MI 48397-5000

PHONE:  586-753-2626
FAX:  586-574-6996
EMAIL:  addisr@tacom.army.mil
CONTRACTING OFFICER: Derek McAleer
EMAIL: derek.mcaleer@us.army.mil
CONTRACT SPECIALIST:  Shannon Jewell
EMAIL: Shannon.Jewell@tacom.army.mil
