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Q. 1.  What are the payload requirements for this Army Watercraft System?

A.1.  The program will involve many different watercraft systems.  The payload requirement would vary by vessel classification

Q. 2.  Is there a requirement for stabilized binoculars for spotting and range finding?

A. 2.  There is no requirement for stabilized binoculars at this time.

Q. 3.  What type of contract does the Government anticipate using and what is the anticipated Period of Performance?

A. 3.  The Government is still evaluating its options for contract type and period of performance.  This information will be released as soon as the government evaluates comments and recommendations to the Performance Work Statement (PWS) and a final PWS is incorporated into the solicitation and the solicitation is released.
Q. 4.  Is there an incumbent who is currently performing vessel maintenance?

A. 4.  In addition to their own efforts, the U.S. Army has many vendors/shipyards that assist the troops in vessel maintenance.

Q. 5.  Has the required/desired C4ISR/CEN equipment been identified?  Has it been procured?  Have any of these systems been installed?

A. 5.  C4ISR equipment has been identified on our largest vessel, the Logistic Support Vessel (LSV).   We anticipate having a recommendation plan for future upgrades to the current fleet in place in the near future.  We are currently procuring upgrade equipment for the LSV and other Army Watercraft.  Equipment has been replaced/upgraded in cases where it was determined that it was not cost effective to repair parts.  

Q. 6.  Information Technology is listed under the required activities.  Is there a more specific definition of what is required under this subject area?  

A. 6.  Information Technology, as it applies to this effort, will become more defined as the Performance Work Statement becomes more defined.  However, for a general definition of Information Technology, please refer to the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 2.101.

Q. 7.  It is stated that the Contractor shall be required to send personnel to specialized training in order to gain access to countries requiring training before entry.  Is there a more definitive description of what this training consists of and is the training cost allowed to be billed to the program.  

A. 7.  There is no definitive description of the training at this time.  However, the training will consist of what is required by the Army and will be specific to each country.  The contractor will not be responsible to pay training costs.  The training cost will be paid for with program funds.  
Q. 8.  Task 1.0  Contractor POC.  Is it anticipated that the contractor’s General Manager will be located at TACOM in Warren, MI?  Is it expected that the contractor’s warehouse will also be located in Warren, MI?  

A. 8.   There is no requirement for the contractor’s General Manager or the contractor’s warehouse to be located in Warren, MI.  There has been some discussion on the advantages and disadvantages of requiring the contractor to be located near the CONUS users, however that has not yet been determined.  As the PWS becomes more defined with industry input and recommendations, there is a chance that the Government may determine that it would be advantageous to the Government and to the user that the contractor’s General Manager and/or warehouse are located nearby.  

Q. 9.  Task 4.0  System Engineering/Configuration Management.  It is stated that engineering drawings shall be prepared using CAD software and will be compatible with the Government.  What CAD software package is being used by the Government for this program?
A. 9.  There is no single CAD software package that is required by the Government.  The requirement is that the CAD files be submitted in a .dxf format so it can be loaded into our technical data repository.  A Contract Data Requirement List (CDRL) and the appropriate Data Item Description (DID) will be identified in the Task Orders calling out the AutoCAD software that should be used. 
Q. 10.  Task 5.0 Maintenance Program.  The maintenance program has a requirement for the establishment of an equipment service program, troubleshooting procedures, and a help desk.  Are there established or desired procedures under Priority 1-3 for the deployment of repair technicians to a watercraft in the event that a system failure cannot be successfully fault isolated via troubleshooting procedures and the help desk?  Are there established or desired procedures for transfer of failed equipment from the watercraft to a point of repair and subsequent re-supply?  

A. 10.   There are no established procedures for the repair or return of equipment.  Development and management of a maintenance program is considered to be the responsibility of the contract under this effort.

